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HELLO, MY NAME IS EVAN FRASER ANO | WogK AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH IN ONTARI0 CANADA.
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MOSTLY, WHAT | D00 IS TO T2Y AND UNDERSTAND ONE OF THE BIGGEST ISSUES
FACING 0UR WORLO OVER THE NEXT 50 YEA®S ... HOW CAN WE FEED 9 BILLION
PEOPLE?
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2010 wAS A 20UGH YEAR FOR THE GLOBAL FOOD SYSTEM:; OR0UGHTS ANO WILOFIZES
CONSUMED ABOUT 259 OF RUSSIA'S WHEAT HAQVEST . . .




... AND THE K2EMLIN DECIOING TO STOP EXPORTING WHEAT TO INTEENATIONAL MARKETS'
FO0D PRICES SKYROCKETED . . .
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... AND THE COUNTRIES OF THE MIDOLE EAST, WHICH REGULARLY BOUGHT THIS RUSSIAN
WHEAT, WEQE HARDEST HIT"
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WITHIN MONTHS, FO0D RI0TS HAD SPREAD ACROSS THE ARAZ WOLLD AND THE FO0D PRICE
ceisis oF LATE 2010 1S Now SEEN AS THE BEGINNING OF THE ARAB SPRING - THE
TOPPLING OF AQAB GOVESNMENTS ACROSS THE MIDOLE EAST THAT UNFOLOED IN 2011’




EXPERTS WATCHED THESE EVENTS IN HORR02 AND MANY OF US WONDERED -

IF Foop PRICES REMAIN HIGH AND

LITILE OVER THE NEXT GENERATION
BREM“N G NEws = IS THIs A SIGN OF THINGS To COME?




MANY THINK S0. ONE NEWSPAPER ACTICLE |
QEAD ARGUED: “A HUNGRY MAN IS AN

ud

ANGRY MAN .

IN ANOTHER: "NOTHING SENOS A PEZSON
INTO THE STREET QUITE LIKE AN EMPTY
STOMACH"™.




DOMINIQUE STRAUSS-KAHN, THEN HEAD OF THE INTENATIONAL MONETAQY FUND, SAID: “AS
WE KNOW ... QUESTIONS (ABOUT FO0D SECURITY) SOMETIMES ENO IN WAg"

Questions

(abovt Lood

securily )

sometimes
end in War.




AND AS A QESULT,
A GREAT MANY EXPELTS ARGUED . . .
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... WE WILL NEED TO PROOUCE A LOT MORE
FOOD IF WE WANT TO KEEP PRICES LOW AND

PREVENT MOZE QI0TING.

FOOD PRICE




BUT WHILE ASSUMING A CONNECTION BETWEEN FO0D SHORTAGES, RISING FO0D PRICES,
HUNGE? ANO VIOLENCE SEEMS LOGICAL, ON CLOSE® INSPECTION THINGS BECOME LESS CLEAL.




FOR INSTANCE, THE PLACES IN THE WOLLD WHERE PEOPLE ARE HUNGRIEST IS NOT
NECESSARILY WHEZE THE FOOD RI0TS HAPPENED.




Demand
YEAR

SIMILARLY, ACR0SS THE 1990s aND 2000s, THE WOLLD'S FO0D SUPPLY STAYED B0TH
STABLE AND COMFORTABLY AHEAD OF DEMAND.




IN THE EALY 19908 WE HAD AB0UT 2600 CAL PER PERSON PER DAY ON THE PLANET 8Y
THE YEAR 2010 THECE WERE ABOUT 2850 CAL PEQ PERSON PE? DAY.”
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ALL THIS SUGGESTS THAT THOSE LINKS BETWEEN FO0D SHORTAGES, RISING FO0D PRICES,
HUNGER AND VIOLENCE ARE MUCH MOQE COMPLICATED . . .




AND SIMPLY PROOUCING MORE FOOD WONT MEAN THERE IS ANY LESS VIOLENCE."
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TO EXPLOZE THIS ISSUE IN MORE OETAIL IVE WORKED WITH A SMALL TEAM ON THE
SOCIAL ANO POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF FO0D PRICE RISES.
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