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CHANGING LIVES

IMPROVING LIFE

Hello, my name is Evan Fraser and I work at 
the University of Guelph in Ontario Canada. 

Mostly, what I do is to try and understand one of the biggest issues 
facing our world over the next 50 years … how can we feed 9 billion 
people?  
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This video series shows that climate change, population growth, and high energy 
prices. . . 
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. . . mean that farmers may struggle to produce enough food for all of humanity 
over the next generation.  
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1What's more, many think that because modern farms use a lot of energy , and 
cause a lot of pollution, our food systems are hopelessly flawed. 
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These arguments go like this:  today a handful of large corporations control the 
2vast majority of the world's food trade . In doing so, they make a huge amount of 

money by using farming systems that damage the environment, exploit workers, and 
3displace traditional farmers .
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By contrast, food systems based on local, diverse and small farms that use few 
chemical inputs like pesticides or fertilizers are more sustainable, equitable and 
democratic. 
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This is because when producers and consumers know each other and interact, then 
4the entire community has a say in how food is produced . This should mean that 

farmers receive a decent income since they will receive a higher percentage of the 
value of the food they produce.  And they should also protect the environment 
better because consumers will be ok with paying more for food they know isn't 
covered with polluting sprays.  Also, because food is produced and consumed in the 
same region, the amount of fossil fuels burned for transportation should go down.   
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Good-bye processed cheese and vegetables from the Southern Hemisphere, and 
hello locally produced seasonal dishes.  
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Those of us in the rich parts of the world probably associate these ideas with the 
5“100-mile diet” . 
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In the Developing World, these ideas are often described as “food sovereignty” and 
are promoted by La Via Campesina, an international movement advocating that 

6consumers and small-scale producers work together to take control of their food .
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Many, however, question whether this vision of alternative food systems can 
provide a viable food security strategy for humanity's growing population. 
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For instance, while there is a huge disagreement amongst scientists, many point out 
7farms using “alternative” methods tend to have lower yields , when compared on a 

8like for like basis, with conventional farms . This means that many scientists worry 
that if we are going to feed a growing population using “alternative” farming 
practices, we'll need more land, or we'll have to cut down on our consumption or 

9waste in other ways .  

© Evan Fraser, feedingninebillion.com, University of Guelph,  2014


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13

